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THE SHERLEY AMENDMENT. 

FALSE STATEMENTS REGARDING THE CURATIVE PROPERTIES OF PROPRIETARY 
MEDICINES HELD TO BE UNLAWFUL. 

The Circuit Court of Appeals for the Third Judicial Circuit of the 
United States has upheld a decree of forfeiture of a shipment of 
"patent medicine" on the ground that the labels contained false and 
fraudulent statements regarding the curative effect of the medicine. 
The suit was brought under the Sherley amendment to the United 
States pure food and drugs law. 

Judge Buffington, in the opinion, said that the purpose of the 
Sherley amendment was to "punish false and fraudulent statements 
regarding the curative or therapeutic effect" of drugs shipped in 
interstate commerce. 

The opinion is published in this issue of the Public Health Keports, 
page 3383. 

POLIOMYELITIS (INFANTILE PARALYSIS). 

THE RECENT EPIDEMIC IN NEWARK, N. J. 

By C. H. Lavikdeb, Surgeon, United States Public Health Service. 

In the epidemic of poliomyelitis which during the past summer 
originated in New York City and spread over the adjacent territory, 
perhaps no city suffered worse than Newark, N. J. 

Newark is but a short distance away, and by means of excellent 
transportation facilities its inhabitants enjoy a very close daily asso- 
ciation with New York City and its people. 

It is perhaps quite characteristic of poliomyelitis that other cities, 
such as Jersey City and Hoboken, for example, located even nearer 
to New York City and in just as close association with it, should 
have suffered comparatively lightly from the disease. It is true 
that quarantine and other methods of handling the situation may 
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